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• INDIA ASSUMES CHAIRMANSHIP OF BAY OF BENGAL INTER 

GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION  

• WHY IRAQ IS SLOWLY SINKING?  
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INDIA ASSUMES CHAIRMANSHIP OF BAY OF 

BENGAL INTER GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION 

• Location: Malé, Maldives  

• India's New Role: India assumes the Chairmanship of the Bay of Bengal Inter-

Governmental Organisation (BOBP-IGO) at the 13th Governing Council Meeting.  

• Leadership Transition: India takes over the chairmanship from Bangladesh, a 

historic move that strengthens India’s leadership role in the region. 

BACKGROUND  

• The 13th Governing Council Meeting of the BOBP-IGO, hosted in the Maldives, also 

marked a high-level conference on Policy Guidance for Mainstreaming Ecosystem 

Approach to Fisheries Management (EAFM) in Small-Scale Fisheries.  

• This event was organized by the Ministry of Fisheries & Ocean Resources of the 

Maldives, in collaboration with the BOBP-IGO, and took place from February 20 to 

22, 2025. 
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INDIA’S LEADERSHIP ROLE  

• Indian Delegation: Led by the Secretary of the Department of Fisheries, Government 

of India (GoI), India officially took over the Chairmanship.  

• Commitment to Progress: The Secretary emphasized India’s commitment to 

continuing and enhancing the successes of the BOBP-IGO under its leadership.  

o Focus on marine resource management, research, training, and capacity 

building for sustainable fisheries development across the Bay of Bengal region.  

o Strengthening regional cooperation for economic development, protection of 

marine ecosystems, and addressing issues like Illegal, Unreported, and 

Unregulated (IUU) fishing. 

KEY OBJECTIVES & FOCUS AREAS  

• Strengthening Regional Cooperation:  

o Focus on capacity building, research, and policy advocacy to address 

regional challenges in fisheries management.  

o Promote joint efforts between member countries to tackle shared concerns such 

as IUU fishing and marine ecosystem protection.  
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• Boosting the Blue Economy:  

o India’s leadership is aimed at harmonizing economic development with 

sustainable marine resource utilization to enhance the blue economy.  

o Collaboration with global organizations like FAO, SEAFDEC, and UNODC is 

expected to strengthen regional fisheries and improve marine ecosystems.  

• Focus on Small-Scale Fisheries (SSF):  

o India will prioritize the development of small-scale fisheries, an essential part of 

many regional economies.  

o Policies focusing on poverty alleviation, sustainability, and improving the 

livelihoods of small-scale fishermen will be key areas of focus. 

INDIA’S VISION FOR THE FUTURE  

• Enhanced Collaboration: India aims to enhance mutual support across BOBP-IGO 

member countries, leveraging knowledge, technology, and data exchange.  

• Building a Sustainable Future: India envisions fostering a cooperative approach to 

small-scale fisheries that aligns with the sustainable development goals (SDGs) 

and contributes to the national goal of ‘Viksit Bharat 2047’.  

• Leadership in Fisheries Management: The Department of Fisheries will lead by 

example in advancing the ecosystem approach to fisheries management, ensuring 
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that policies and actions contribute to the long-term viability of the marine ecosystems 

and the communities dependent on them. 
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PM MATSYA SAMPADA YOJANA 
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WHY IRAQ IS SLOWLY SINKING?  

 

• The northern region of Iraq, especially around the Zagros Mountains, is slowly 

sinking.  

• This is due to tectonic processes occurring deep beneath the Earth’s surface, a 

result of the movement of tectonic plates.  

• The process is gradual, taking millions of years, and while not immediately noticeable, 

it has significant long-term implications. 
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WHAT IS HAPPENING GEOLOGICALLY?  

• Plate Tectonics and the Neotethys Slab: The sinking of northern Iraq is caused by 

plate tectonics, the movement of large sections of Earth's surface.  

• The region is impacted by the Neotethys slab, an oceanic plate that once formed 

the floor of an ancient ocean.  

• This slab is sinking into the Earth’s mantle due to the collision of the Arabian Plate and 

the Eurasian Plate.  

• Tectonic Collision: The two plates, Arabian and Eurasian, are pushing against each 

other.  

• This collision is causing the Neotethys slab to tear and sink.  

• As the slab sinks, the surface above it, including northern Iraq, is gradually pulled 

downward.  

• This process, although slow, leads to the depression of land, which is why the region 

around the Zagros Mountains has deeper valleys than expected. 
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SLOW PROCESS  

• Gradual Change: The movement of the Neotethys slab and the sinking of the land 

above it happen over millions of years.  

• The effects of this process are not immediate or noticeable on a human timescale.  

• It’s a slow geological event, and its full impact will only be seen over a long period. 

HOW THIS SINKING COULD HELP PREDICT EARTHQUAKES  

• Earthquakes and Tectonics: The sinking of the Neotethys slab is directly linked to 

earthquake activity.  
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• Earthquakes occur when rocks shift along fault lines due to tectonic movements.  

• By studying the geological processes beneath the surface, scientists can better 

understand where and how earthquakes are likely to happen.  

• Improved Geological Models: The study of the sinking slab helps scientists create 

more accurate models of Earth’s interior.  

• These models can improve earthquake predictions, allowing scientists to determine 

the location, depth, and strength of future earthquakes.  

• This is especially important for the Middle East, a region prone to earthquakes.  

• Relevance to the Region: The research is important for countries like Turkey and 

Syria, which have experienced devastating earthquakes in recent years.  

• Better understanding of tectonic movements could improve early-warning systems 

and help with disaster preparedness. 

GEOTHERMAL ENERGY POTENTIAL  

• Geothermal Gradients: The sinking of the Neotethys slab also has implications for 

geothermal energy. 

• The geothermal gradient refers to the increase in Earth’s temperature with depth.  
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• In areas where the temperature rises quickly, there is potential for geothermal energy 

production.  

• By understanding how the Earth’s surface is changing, scientists can identify 

regions where geothermal energy might be harnessed to generate electricity. This 

could provide a sustainable energy source for the region. 

CONCLUSION  

The slow sinking of northern Iraq is caused by tectonic activity beneath the Zagros 

Mountains, a process that will unfold over millions of years. While the effects are not 

immediately noticeable, the research provides valuable insights into earthquake prediction 

and geothermal energy. 
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MCQs 

1. From which country has India taken over chairmanship of Bay of Bengal Inter 

Governmental Organisation?  

(A) Mauritius  

(B) Sri Lanka  

(C) Madagascar  

(D) None of the above 

Ans. (D) 

2. Consider the following statements wrt PM Matsya Kisan Samridhi Sah Yojana (PM 

MKSSY) and mark the correct one:  

1. It is a sub scheme under PM Matsya Sampada Yojana.  

2. It aims at gradual formalisation of fisheries sector.  

(A) Only 1  

(B) Only 2  

(C) Both 1 & 2  

(D) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans. (D) 
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3. The Neotethys Slab is surrounded by which of the following tectonic plates?  

(A) Indian & Eurasian  

(B) Indian & Australian  

(C) Arabian & Indian  

(D) Arabian & Eurasian 

Ans. (D) 

4. What are the probable consequences of sinking of Northern region of Iraq?  

1. Better Earthquake predictions.  

2. Geothermal Energy potential.  

3. Deeper valley in the Zagros mountain valley.  

(A) Only 3  

(B) Only 2 & 3  

(C) All of the above  

(D) Only 1 & 2 

Ans. (D) 


